Top 10 Educational Websites

1.  Kids Know It
http://www.kidsknowit.com/
This website contains a variety of student activities.  Topics include basic counting, addition, and subtraction lessons and games; history resources ; online geology, astronomy, dinosaur, history, and geography  textbooks written for kids; and an educational music player.  Each section of the site provides differing ways to interact with the subject content through simple text and graphics as well as interactive multimedia games and videos.  Kids Know It can be helpful in reinforcing course content. 

2.  Brain Pop and Brain Pop Jr.  
http://brainpop.com/ and http://brainpopjr.com/
Brainpop and Brainpop Jr. provide curriculum based content for one-on-one and group settings in the classroom and at home.  Each topic presented on the site contains an engaging and easy to understand animation about the topic as well as sample lessons, games, graphic organizers, and quizzes that can be done online or on paper.  I have used this website to help explain fraction concepts, events from history, and the differences between urban, suburban, and rural to my high school life skills support students.  This website goes beyond simple games or worksheets and has been a useful tool for introducing a new topic to my students.   Members of the website can also interface with other educators through the Brain Pop Online Community.
3. Time for Kids 
http://www.timeforkids.com
Time magazine, one of the most influential and widely-read magazines in the world presents a magazine and website geared toward kids grades K-6.  While it is helpful to have the print version of the magazine to use in the classroom, I have used this website many times on its own for reading materials and handouts.  The website is divided into two main sections: one for students’ use and another with teacher resources.  The site’s worksheets, quizzes, and graphic organizers are divided by grade.  
4.  Scholastic Online 
http://www.scholasticonline.com
Similar to the Time for Kids website, Scholastic Online contains teacher resources and student games in a variety of categories.  This site’s most useful aspect is in the leveled current events articles and activities that accompany them.  
5. PBS for Teachers
http://www.pbs.org/teachers/
PBS culls together a number of other website’s games, lessons, and activities in an easy to navigate format.  From my experience, the content from other sites is typically excellent, as well as the areas developed by PBS to correspond with annual events and their own network programming.  Aside from specific classroom resources and activities, the website also includes PBS Teacherline—a professional development service for teachers.
6. The Teacher’s Corner
http://www.theteacherscorner.net
Possibly the most useful website I have found to generate customized worksheets for all types of math (the money math worksheet generator is the best I have found online), word searches, crossword puzzles, telling time, printable calendars among many others.  Other highlights on this website include bulletin board ideas, lesson plans, and various seasonal ideas.  Beyond the worksheet generator, which can be tailored to just about any level, most of this website is geared toward elementary school classrooms.
7. Federal Resources for Educational Excellence
http://www.free.ed.gov/
This website provides exactly what it says in the name: free teaching and learning resources from federal agencies.  Most of what they have here better serves students in junior high and high school.   Most links to the resources are given a paragraph length description, which is helpful when one is wading through the sometimes overabundance of information out there on most K-12 educational topics.   
8. The Purdue Online Writing Lab (OWL)
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/
Purdue’s Online Writing Lab is an exceptional source for information about the writing process, theories, and formatting for academic writing.  I have used this website to help answer students’ questions about a variety of aspects of writing from getting started with a paper, developing a thesis statement,  using appropriate language and grammar, and producing a works cited page for an academic essay.  The MLA and APA style guides are much easier to follow than the handbooks.  The search function allows one to find answers and examples and explanations quickly.  
9. Money Instructor
http://www.moneyinstructor.com/
Money Instructor focuses specifically on lessons for teaching students money skills.  The website requires a membership for full access, but an educator can easily find enough information to make the site useful by simply signing up for a basic membership.  I have used this website for basic money math worksheets, which have been helpful in helping me develop my own handouts and lessons for my students.  Other topics include saving and investing, earning and spending, and career planning.
10.  Do2Learn
http://www.do2learn.com/
Do2Learn provides support for special education classrooms through a variety of handouts, songs and games, lesson plan ideas, picture cards and teacher and parent material about educating those with disabilities.  The resources on this site differ from those mentioned previously, as I feel they can be easily adapting for students with disabilities in different age groups while not appearing too “babyish” for older students with cognitive disabilities.  
